Name _________________________________________________

Class _____________________


Story Writing

	Traits
	Excellent (4 points)
	Good (3 points)
	Fair (2 points)
	Unsatisfactory (1 point)

	Ideas & Content
	Creates an entertaining, richly detailed story; character, setting, and events are fully developed
	Presents a focused, clear story with characters, setting, and events 
	Attempts to write a story; may not elaborate clearly; may lose control of the narrative after a good beginning
	May not understand how to tell a story; narrative may go off in several directions, without a sense of purpose

	Organization
	Unfolds a consistent, well-organized narrative, in a sequence that moves the reader smoothly through events from beginning to ending
	Has a carefully planned narrative strategy; story is easy to follow, through beginning, middle, and end; ideas are evenly connected
	May not have a clear story structure, or may have trouble tying ideas and events together; rereading may be needed to follow the story line
	Shows extreme lack of organization that interferes with understanding the text; sequence of events may be disorganized or incomplete

	Voice
	Show originality, liveliness, and a strong personal message that speaks directly to the reader
	Makes a strong effort to share a genuine personal message that holds the reader’s interest
	May get the basic story across, without a sense of involvement with reaching out to an audience
	Does not attempt to make sense, share ideas, or connect with a reader

	Word Choice
	Makes imaginative use of figurative and everyday words in a natural way; sophisticated vocabulary creates a striking picture of individual characters and events
	Has overall clarity of expression; effective control of new and everyday words brings the story to life
	May not explore words that express specific images or feelings; may not choose words that create a memorable picture for the reader
	Does not choose words that convey clear feelings or images; some word choices may detract from the meaning of the story

	Sentence Fluency
	Crafts creative, effective sentences that flow in a smooth rhythm; dialogue, if used, sounds natural and strengthens the story
	Crafts careful, easy-to-follow sentences; may effectively use fragments and/or dialogue to strengthen and enhance the story
	May have trouble with complex sentences; sentences are understandable, but may be choppy, rambling, or awkward
	Constructs incomplete, rambling, or confusing sentences; may have trouble understanding how words, ideas, and sentences fit together

	Conventions
	Shows strong skills in a wide range of writing conventions; proper use of the rules of English enhances clarity and narrative style
	Makes some errors in spelling, capitalization, punctuation or usage, but these do not interfere with understanding the story; some editing may be needed
	Makes enough noticeable mistakes which may interfere with a smooth reading of the story
	Makes repeated errors in spelling, word choice, punctuation and usage; errors prevent an even reading of the text








Incomplete (0 points) 
This piece is either blank, or fails to respond to the writing trait. The topic is not addressed, or the student simply paraphrases the prompt. The response may be illegible or incoherent. 


