Name _________________________________________________

Class _____________________


Persuasive Writing Rubric

	Traits
	Excellent (4 points)
	Good (3 points)
	Fair (2 points)
	Unsatisfactory (1 point)

	Ideas & Content
	Crafts an unusually convincing argument, with extensive supporting details; shares fresh observations, and offers a workable plan
	Crafts a solid, well-thought-out argument; details show knowledge of the topic; may make some fresh observations; offers a plan
	Has some control of a persuasive argument, but may not offer clear or thorough details; may not hold the reader’s attention
	Does not successfully argue a position; it is hard to tell what the writer thinks or feels about the topic

	Organization
	Thoughtful strategy moves the reader logically and evenly through the text, from beginning to end; well-placed ideas and details strengthen the argument
	Presents a capable, easy-to-follow strategy; reader can follow the argument logic from beginning to end; details fit and build on each other
	Tries to structure an argument, but has trouble ordering facts and ideas; may lose control of topic after stating the main idea; reader may be confused by poorly-placed details
	Extreme lack of organization makes the text hard to follow; ideas, facts, and details are not connected, and may not fit the purpose

	Voice
	Conveys a genuine personal message, with potential to influence a reader’s opinion; deep involvement with the topic enlivens the content; reaches out to an audience
	Clearly shows who is behind the words; personal style matches the topic; reaches out to convince the reader
	Communicates a main idea, with some hint of who is behind the words; writer may seem personally uninvolved with the topic and an audience
	Does not connect with the topic; is not involved in sharing ideas with a reader

	Word Choice
	Makes imaginative use of precise language; sophisticated word choices create a forceful, convincing tone
	Uses a range of precise words to state opinions and facts; may experiment with new words, or use everyday words to share ideas in a fresh way
	Gets argument across, but experiments with few new words; may not use words intended to create a distinct picture for the reader
	Does not use words that express an opinion or attempt to convince a reader; some words may detract from the meaning; words do not fit, or are overused

	Sentence Fluency
	Varied, effective sentences flow naturally; uses both simple and complex sentences creatively; varied beginnings, lengths, and patterns add appeal to the argument
	Crafts careful sentences that make sense, and are easy to read and understand; sentence lengths and patterns vary, and fit together well
	Sentences are understandable, but may be choppy, rambling, or awkward; some writing may be difficult to follow or read aloud, or may interfere with meaning
	Uses choppy, rambling, or confusing sentences; doesn’t understand how words and sentences fit together; writing doesn’t follow natural sentence patterns, and is hard to read aloud

	Conventions
	Has strong skills in most writing conventions; proper use of the rules of English enhances clarity, style, and cohesion of the argument; editing is largely unnecessary
	Uses most conventions correctly; some editing may be needed; errors are few and don’t make the paper hard to understand
	Makes frequent noticeable mistakes which prevent a smooth reading of the text; extensive need for editing and revision
	Has repeated errors in spelling, word choice, punctuation and usage; some parts are impossible to read or understand








Incomplete (0 points) 
This piece is either blank, or fails to respond to the writing trait. The topic is not addressed, or the student simply paraphrases the prompt. The response may be illegible or incoherent. 


