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Class _____________________


Expository Writing Rubric

	Traits
	Excellent (4 points)
	Good (3 points)
	Fair (2 points)
	Unsatisfactory (1 point)

	Ideas & Content
	Devises a focused, thoroughly-detailed report; makes fresh connections between key facts and ideas; ideas hold the reader’s attention
	Presents a clear, solidly-researched report; details show knowledge of the topic; shares fresh observations 
	Has some control of the topic, but may not offer thorough details; ideas are vague, undeveloped, or do not fit; makes obvious or predictable connections
	Does not successfully report on the topic; writer may not grasp the purpose, or may express very limited ideas

	Organization
	Carefully-devised structure moves the reader logically through the text; facts, paragraph, and sentences are smoothly tied together from beginning to end
	Presents a capable structure; logic is easy to follow from beginning to end; details fir and reinforce ideas; facts paragraphs, and sentences are connected
	Tries to shape a report, but may have trouble ordering facts and observations; reader may be confused by vague or disconnected details
	Show extreme lack of organization; logic is hard to follow; ideas and details are disconnected, or out of order; no sense of a clear beginning or ending

	Voice
	Shows deep involvement with the topic; distinct personal style enlivens the factual content; skillfully links the message to the purpose and audience
	Sounds like a real person behind the words; is involved with the topic; devises a personal style that relates to the topic and audience
	Gives some hint of who is behind the words; may not connect a personal message or style to the content; is not very involved with the topic or an audience
	Is not involved in the topic; does not attempt to convey a personal style; does not address ideas to an audience

	Word Choice
	Effective use of precise, colorful language makes the message clear and interesting; vocabulary is vivid and diverse, but natural
	Uses a variety of words to create an accurate image for the reader; experiments with some new words in a fresh way
	Gets the message across in an average way; experiments with few new words; some words may not fit the topic
	Chooses words that don’t fit the topic, or which confuse the reader; vocabulary doesn’t form pictures in the reader’s mind; no new words are attempted

	Sentence Fluency
	Crafts fluid simple and complex sentences; varied beginnings, lengths, and patterns add interest to the topic; effective use of simple and complex sentences
	Crafts simple and complex sentences that are easy to read aloud; has stronger control of simple sentences; lengths and patterns vary and fit together well
	Most sentences are understandable, but may be choppy, monotonous, or run-on; writer may have trouble with more complex sentences; may not vary beginnings, lengths, or patterns
	Constructs incomplete or confusing sentences; does not grasp how words and sentences fit together; writing doesn’t follow natural sentence patterns, and is hard to read aloud

	Conventions
	Is skilled in most writing conventions; correctly uses common and proper nouns; proper use of the rules of English enhances clarity, style, and cohesion of ideas; editing is largely unnecessary
	Uses a variety of conventions correctly; some editing may be needed; errors are few and don’t make the paper hard to understand
	Makes noticeable mistakes that interfere with a smooth reading of the text; extensive need for editing and revision
	Makes repeated errors in word choice, punctuation and usage; reader has a hard time getting through the text; spelling errors make it hard to guess what words are meant








Incomplete (0 points) 
This piece is either blank, or fails to respond to the writing trait. The topic is not addressed, or the student simply paraphrases the prompt. The response may be illegible or incoherent. 


