Name _________________________________________________

Class _____________________


Explanatory Writing Rubric

	Traits
	Excellent (4 points)
	Good (3 points)
	Fair (2 points)
	Unsatisfactory (1 point)

	Ideas & Content
	Presents a focused, interesting process, with an elaborate set of details
	Presents a clear, interesting project, with a set of details that show knowledge of the process
	Has some control of an explanation, but may not offer clear or thorough details
	Does not explain a process; writing may go off in several directions, without a sense of purpose

	Organization
	Clear, easy-to-follow time sequence leads the reader logically through the process; steps and details are carefully placed to move the process forward
	Logical sequence helps the reader to follow the process from beginning to end; details are placed to make sense and help to clarify the steps
	Tries to structure a logical process, but may have trouble keeping ideas in order; reader may be confused by poorly-placed steps and details
	Has extreme lack of organization; ideas are disconnected; no clear beginning or ending; few explicit connections made between steps or ideas

	Voice
	Exceptionally strong personal style speaks directly to the reader, and enlivens the project content
	Personal style reaches out to the reader, and shows who is behind the writing
	Communicates ideas in an ordinary way; gives some hint of who is behind the words; may not show involvement with an audience, or with the topic project
	Is not involved in the topic; lack a purpose and interaction with a reader

	Word Choice
	Thoughtful, imaginative use of accurate, specific language creates a vivid picture of the process
	Uses a variety of words that clarify the process; experiments with new words, or uses everyday words to present ideas in a fresh way
	Attempts to use few new words; may not use accurate words that create a distinctive picture of the process
	Does not use words that convey a picture of a process; some words may detract from the meaning of the text

	Sentence Fluency
	Varied, effective sentences flow with a natural rhythm; fragments, if used, work well and add interest to the explanation
	Careful sentences are easy to read and follow; beginnings, length, and patterns vary and fit together, and add color to the explanation
	May have trouble with more complex sentences; sentences are understandable, but may be choppy, rambling, or awkward
	Constructs incomplete, rambling, or confusing sentences, which may interfere with following a process; doesn’t understand how word and sentences fit together

	Conventions
	Is skilled in most writing conventions; proper use of the rules of English enhances clarity and personal style; editing largely unnecessary
	Uses a variety of conventions correctly; some editing may be needed; errors are few and don’t make the paper hard to understand
	Makes frequent noticeable mistakes which may interfere with a smooth reading of the text
	Makes repeated errors in spelling, word choice, punctuation and usage; sentence structures may be confused; some parts are impossible to follow








Incomplete (0 points) 
This piece is either blank, or fails to respond to the writing trait. The topic is not addressed, or the student simply paraphrases the prompt. The response may be illegible or incoherent. 


